DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

immense and probably insuperable difficulties of her
position with pugnacity rather than patience, but
such faults had been visited with a malice that was
cruelly unjust.   Her noble qualities had been rendered
barren of fruit and her brilliant abilities forged into
a sword in the hand of ruthless enemies.   But never
had she suffered the fine fire of her high ideals to
be quenched, and throughout the months of physical
anguish which she had still to endure it burned with
undiminished brightness.    " So one lives on," she
wrote to her most intimate friend, " a diminished and
crippled  existence,  but  still  ready to  do  what is
possible for the happiness of others, and still able to
rejoice in what is beautiful and great and true and
noble ; still anxious for ideals to be realised and eager
to see the right triumph and truth to be recognised,
wrongs redressed and suffering relieved as much as
can be.53   Nor did she lose her sense of the infinite
harm  Bismarck  had  wrought  for  thirty  years in
fostering bad relations between the countries of her
birth and her adoption.    The seed he had sown
continued to spring up  after  his  death,  and she
attributed to it the rancour of Germany towards
England in the South African War.   Her spirit was
still superbly unbroken :   the  abuse of " everything
English every day makes me so savage that it scatters
all my tolerance,  philosophy  and  patience to the
winds,  and I  long to be a man sometimes,  and
knock somebody down. . . ,"*

But her struggles and her suffering, and the sense
of failure and obliteration which had followed her

1 Mary Ponsonby, pp. 284, 286.
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